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50/50 Raffle Winner
The Washington Township Land Trust is pleased to announce the
winner of our 2nd annual 50/50 raffle. The winning ticket, pulled
October 4, belonged to J. Andrew Stokes of Washington Township.
Andrew, a college student, received the ticket from his mom as
part of a birthday present. Being aware of the expenses most
college students have, we are sure the winnings will be put to
good use. The Land Trust share will go toward our preservation
efforts.

The Washington Township Land Trust is a private non-profit
dedicated to the preservation of historical and natural elements in
the Washington Township (Morris) area. At present we have,
through purchase, partnerships and donations, been instrumental
in the preservation of approximately 400 acres. These projects
include Crystal Springs Park, Covalesky Property (both located on
Califon Rd), Lillis Property (located on W. Springtown Rd) and
Mill Pond Park (between 513 and Fairview Ave.). Other land
projects are still being worked on and we continue the restoration
of the Obadiah LaTourette Grist and Saw Mill on Rt. 513.

We would like to thank everyone who purchased tickets to help
make this fundraiser a success. We look forward to next year being
a bigger and better raffle.

The Board of Trustees

2008 50/50 winner J. Andrew Stokes (left), mother Eileen and WTLT president
Keith Hayes at check presentation in front of the WTLT mill in Long Valley.
Andrew won $1,275 in this year’s raffle.

The Ongoing Saga of Mill Pond Park
by Caryl Brackenridge

In December, 1991, the Washington Township Land

Trust purchased the Obadiah LaTourette Grist and

Saw Mill from Joan O'Dowd, aided by loans from the

Washington Township Historical Society and the Mor-

ris County Preservation Trust. The mill lot consisted of

1.51 acres and Joan O'Dowd donated an additional

6.22 acres which had once been the mill pond and was

located between the river and Welsh Farms. The Land

Trust thus owned approximately 8 acres of land situ-

ated on both sides of the South Branch of the Raritan

River. In what can probably not be described as a

stroke of genius, the Board of Trustees named the

newly acquired land Mill Pond Park.

In the fall of 1995, the Land Trust planted 600 daffodils in the park
and established the Helen T. Andrews Memorial Garden to honor the
wife of founder Stan Andrews. Since then, volunteers have planted
hundreds more daffodils, maintained the garden, and developed
paths through the property. An Eagle Scout project by Michael
Haynes provided a bridge across an Electric Brook tributary. In
1998, the Long Valley Garden Club donated $1,000 for much needed
tree work.

The vision for the park has always been one of passive enjoyment
including walking, nature study and fishing; and the hope was that
residents, tourists and school groups could tour the Mill and then
visit Mill Pond Park. Unfortunately there was a little matter of public
access since we did not have a bridge from the Mill and most of the
land along the river in Long Valley is privately owned. The Land
Trust spent years negotiating with Welsh Farms to allow the County
to extend the Columbia Trail across their property, thereby giving us
public access to Mill Pond Park. The matter was in lawyer review
when Welsh Farms was sold to Parmalat. Efforts to resume the
negotiations failed.

A better future for Mill Pond Park began to emerge when developer
Ray Rice made plans to build age-restricted housing within the footprint
of the Welsh Farms buildings and offered to give the Land Trust 
16 acres of land contiguous to Mill Pond Park. Ray and subsequent
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Chris Steffan reports the financial status at the
2007 AGM dinner. Business is always brief.

Eighteenth Annual Meeting
and Potluck Supper
Our 18th annual potluck supper, followed by a mercifully short
meeting, will begin at 7 p.m. on Friday, December 12, at the First Aid
Squad building on East Mill Road. All members of the Land Trust are
invited to attend. Please bring a salad, main dish or dessert to share
(and a beverage to share or not), and join us for an evening of
merriment. 

Mission Statement
The Washington Township Land Trust
was organized to protect and preserve
the ecological, cultural, and historical
integrity of the areas that contribute to
and enhance the rural character of
Washington Township and its environs.
The Trust also promotes public interest
in conserving land for open space 
uses in harmony with the natural
environment and acquires interests in
land by purchase or donation. It also
manages land and property easements
for the benefit of the public and educates
the public to be stewards of the land. 
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partner Toll Brothers filed the deed in October, 2007,
and Mill Pond Park grew from 8 acres to 24 acres. In
addition, the Morris County Park System was given a
trail easement across the property, thereby finally
assuring public access to our park. 

The only downside is that tax exempt status granted by
the state begins in 2009, and the Land Trust has to
pay $1,522 for 2008, a definite strain on our operating
budget.

Presently, Boy Scout Brian Dickson is working on
an Eagle Scout project to label some of the more
important trees and clear a path east along the
river. Volunteer John Battista brought in heavy
equipment and cleared an abandoned tree farm
section in which the pines were heavily shrouded
with vines and multiflora roses. Don’t worry,
however, there is still plenty of work to be done and
taxes to be paid, so any offer of physical or financial
help would be enthusiastically received!

Eighteenth Annual Meeting and Potluck Supper
7pm on Friday, Dec 12
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